
In a parallel world where Mars is home to a dying civilization, a 
modern American explores its secrets—and discovers more than 
he bargained for.

In the parallel world first introduced in S. M. Stirling’s 
The Sky People, aliens terraformed Mars (and Venus) 200 
million years ago, seeding them with life-forms from 
Earth. Humans didn’t suspect this until the twentieth 
century, but when the first probes landed on our sister 
worlds and found life—intelligent life, at that—things 
changed with a vengeance. By the year 2000, America, 
Russia, and the other great powers of Earth were all 
contending for influence and power amid the newly 
discovered inhabitants of our sister planets.

Venus is a primitive world. But on Mars, early hominids 
evolved civilization earlier than their earthly cousins, 
driven by the needs of a harsh world growing still harsher 
as the initial terraforming ran down. Without coal, oil, or 
uranium, their technology was forced into different 
paths, and the genetic wizardry of the Crimson Dynasty 
united a world for more than 20,000 years. 

Now, in a new stand-alone adventure set in this world’s 
2000 AD, Jeremy Wainman is an archaeologist who has 
achieved a lifelong dream: to travel to Mars and explore 
the dead cities of the Deep Beyond, searching for the 
secrets of the Kings Beneath the Mountain and the fallen 
empire they ruled. 

S. M. Stirling is the author of 
numerous science fiction and 
fantasy novels, including the 
popular Nantucket series that 
began with Island in the Sea of Time 
and, more recently, Dies the Fire and 
The Protector’s War. A former 

lawyer and an amateur historian, he lives in the 
Southwest with his wife, Jan.

SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE
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Todd McLaren was involved in radio for more 

than twenty years, then left broadcasting for a 

full-time career in voice-overs. He has been heard 

on more than 5,000 TV and radio commercials, 

as well as in films, including Who Framed Roger 

Rabbit? His audiobooks include the New York 

Times bestseller Lawman by Diana Palmer and 

Crooked Little Vein by Warren Ellis.
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“The splendid alternate universe Stirling invented in 
The Sky People has—quite justifiably—metamorphosed 
into a series.... Stirling has hit an unexpectedly rich lode 
of creative ore.” —Kirkus  ReviewH
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! National print advertising in the New York Times Book 
Review

! Extensive print advertising in science fiction/fantasy 
publications 
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