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Mark Twain is the pseudonym of
American writer and humorist
Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835
-1910), whose best work is
characterized by broad, often irr-
everent humor or biting social
satire. Twain’s writing is also known
for realism of place and language, memorable
characters, and hatred of hypocrisy and oppression.
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MARK TWAIN
THE ADVENTURES OF
TOM SAWYER

Mark Twain’s classic novel of a mischievous boy’s pranks and
escapades in a 19th-century river town—whitewashing a fence,
seeking buried treasure, trying to impress the adored Becky
Thatcher, and more.

Perhaps the best-loved nineteenth-century American
novel, Mark Twain’s tale of boyhood adventure over-
flows with comedy, warmth, and slapstick energy. It
brings to life an array of irresistible characters—the
awesomely self-confident Tom, his best buddy Huck
Finn, indulgent Aunt Polly, and the lovely, beguiling
Becky—as well as such unforgettable incidents as
whitewashing a fence, swearing an oath in blood, and
getting lost in a dark and labyrinthine cave.

Below Tom Sawyer’s sunny surface lurk hints of a
darker reality, of youthful innocence and naiveté
confronting the cruelty, hypocrisy, and foolishness of
the adult world—a theme that would become more
pronounced in Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Despite such suggestions, Tom Sawyer remains Twain’s
joyful ode to the endless possibilities of childhood.
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PRAISE FOR TOM SAWYER

“All the love of mischief, hopes and fears, joys and
sorrows, foolhardy pranks and acts of bravery that
make Tom Sawyer stand out as a veritable portrait from
the life are set down by Mr. Clemens with unfailing
fidelity to nature...” —Illustrated London News

“Tom is a genuine boy and his Aunt Polly is a genuine
woman; both are capitally drawn; and the author has
given to both some noble traits and elements of pathos
which make them remain our friends long after the
laughter they excite has ceased...” —Hartford Courant
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