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Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870)
was one of the most famous and

4 prolific French writers of the nine-
§| teenth century, producing some
250 books. Dumas is best known
for his historical novels The Three
Musketeers and The Count of Monte
Cristo, and he was among the first authors to fully
exploit the possibilities of roman feuilleton, or
“serial novel.” He is credited with revitalizing the
historical novel in France.

John Bolen brings his extensive theater, film, and
TV experience to audiobooks. Recent TV appear-
ances include CIA: Masters of Deception on the
Discovery Channel. Bolen’s many audiobook titles
include The Call of the Canyon by Zane Grey and
Mutiny of the Elsinore by Jack London.
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ALEXANDRE DUMAS
THE BLACK TULIP

A story of romantic love in Holland during the Renaissance, this
historical novel describes the murder of John de Witte and his bro-
ther Cornelius at the hands of tyrants. And the black tulip? A symbol
of justice and the end of oppression.

The tulip craze of seventeenth-century Holland has a dark
side! Cornelius van Baerle, a wealthy but naive tulip grower,
finds himself entangled in the deadly politics of his time.
Cornelius’s one desire is to grow the perfect black tulip. But
after his godfather is murdered, he finds himself in prison,
facing a death sentence. His jailer’s lovely daughter holds the
key to his survival and his chance to produce the precious
black blossom. Yet he has one more enemy to contend with!
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