
The Evil Genius is the story of divorce and remarriage, unfaithfulness, 
and, above all, children battered helplessly on the storms of their 
parents’ passions. 

Kitty is the child of Herbert and Catherine Linley, a spoiled, 
coddled little girl who is at the same time—in the tradition 
of all Victorian children—adorable. The Evil Genius begins 
with the story of Kitty’s ill-fated governess Sydney Wester-
field, a girl thrown aside in the grand tradition of Jane Eyre 
and David Copperfield.

And now an “evil genius” is threatening to rip apart the 
fabric of the Linley home. Who is it, and why? Is it the 
orphaned young governess, Sydney, for whom the father 
lusts? The brother-in-law who appears to help everyone but 
often succeeds in making things worse? The meddling 
mother-in-law whose good-intentioned interferences lead to 
greater heartache? The disloyal father? Or perhaps it is the 
unassuming daughter.

Wilkie Collins (1824–1889) was an 
English novelist who critics often 
credit with the invention of the 
English detective novel. Sergeant Cuff 
from Collins’s novel The Moonstone 
became a prototype of the detective 
hero in English fiction. His works 

center on mainstream Victorian domestic life. He 
liked to tackle social issues, and many of his novels 
contain sympathetic portraits of physically abnormal 
individuals. In addition to The Moonstone, he is well 
known for Woman in White, No Name, and Armadale. 
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