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Najwa bin Laden, who married her cousin Osama
bin Laden at the age of fifteen, is his first wife and the
mother to seven of his sons and four of his daughters.

Omar bin Laden, the fourth son of Osama bin Laden,
has publicly called for his father to “change his ways.”
Both Omar and his mother left Afghanistan before
September 11, 2001.

Jean Sasson is the author of Princess: A True Story of
Life Behind the Veil in Saudi Arabia. She lived in the
Middle East for twelve years.

Lorna Raver has received numerous Audie Award
nominations and AudioFile Earphones Awards.

Mel Foster won an Audie Award for Finding God in
Unexpected Places and an AudioFile Earphones Award.

Sherry Adams is a voice talent with several com-
mercial clients to her credit. Trained in acting she
brings an insightful presence to her audio narration.
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LADEN, AND JEAN SASSON

GROWING UP BIN LADEN
Osama’s Wife and Son Take Us Inside Their Secret World

Atrue story that few ever believed would come to light, Growing Up bin
Laden uncovers startling revelations and hidden secrets carefully
guarded by the most wanted terrorist of our lifetime, Osama bin Laden.

“T'was not always the wife of Osama bin Laden. Once I was
an innocent child dreaming little girl dreams.”

Thus begins this powertul story by Najwa bin Laden, who
married her cousin Osama bin Laden at the age of fifteen to
become his first wife and the mother to eleven of his
children, and her son, Omar bin Laden, the fourth-born son
of Osama bin Laden. Together, mother and son tell an
extraordinarily powertul story of a man hated by so many
yet both loved and feared by his family, with spine-tingling
details about the life and times of the man they knew as a
husband and father, including:

—Osama’s disapproval of modern conveniences, including
electricity and medicine

—His plan to toughen up his sons by taking them into the
desert without food or water

—Omar’s horror at the rape and murder of a boy his own
age by members of a jihadist group living among them in
the Sudan

—What happened in the bin Laden home in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, on the morning of September 11, 2001, and
Omar’s surprise phone call with his mother, who escaped
from Afghanistan only two days before the shattering events
that killed so many innocent people

Since September 11, 2001, journalists have struggled to
uncover carefully guarded information about Osama’s
private life. Until now; Osama bin Laden’s family members
have not cooperated with any writers or journalists. Now,
with unprecedented access and insight, Jean Sasson takes us
inside the secret world of Osama bin Laden.
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« Jean Sasson has appeared on Oprah, the Today show,
48 Hours, CNN, and NPR
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