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Philip Zimbardo

The Lucifer Effect 
Understanding How Good People Turn Evil

Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven 
Pinker’s The Blank Slate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, 
engrossing study that will change the way we view human 
behavior.
What makes good people do bad things? How can moral 
people be seduced to act immorally? Where is the line 
separating good from evil, and who is in danger of crossing 
it? 
Renowned social psychologist Philip Zimbardo has the 
answers, and in The Lucifer Effect he explains how—and 
the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure 
of “the dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as 
well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how 
situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to 
make monsters out of decent men and women.
Zimbardo is perhaps best known as the creator of the 
Stanford Prison Experiment. Here, for the first time and in 
detail, he tells the full story of this landmark study, in which 
a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided 
into guards and inmates and then placed in a mock prison 
environment. Within a week the study was abandoned, 
as ordinary college students were transformed into either 
brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally broken prisoners.
This is a book that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, 
showing us that we might not be who we think we are. While 
forcing us to reexamine what we are capable of doing when 
caught up in the crucible of behavioral dynamics, though, 
Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capable of resisting evil, 
he argues, and can even teach ourselves to act heroically. 

Marketing

• Coauthor of Psychology of Life and author of Shyness 
which have sold more than 2.5 million copies 
collectively.

• Creator of the landmark Stanford Prison Experiment

Praise for the lucifer effect

“Zimbardo challenges [listeners] to look beyond glib 
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective 
responsibility for the world’s ills.” —Publishers Weekly
“A thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison Experiment 
with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib 
prison in Iraq.” —Booklist
“Powerful...an extraordinary valuable addition to the 
literature of the psychology of violence or ‘evil.’”  
 —The American Prospect
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