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John C. Calhoun (1782–1850) was a 
leading politician and political theorist 
during the first half of the nineteenth 
century. He served as the seventh vice 
president of the United States under John 
Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson; a 

U.S. Senator from South Carolina; the sixteenth U.S. 
Secretary of State under President John Tyler; and 
the 10th U.S. Secretary of War under President James 
Monroe. Along with A Disquisition on Government, 
he is the author of Discourse on the Constitution and 
Government of the United States. 

Mel Foster, an audiobook narrator since 2002, won an 
Audie Award for Finding God in Unexpected Places by 
Philip Yancey and an AudioFile Earphones Award for 
the novel Match Made in Heaven by Bob Mitchell.
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John C. Calhoun

A Disquisition on 
Government
Written between 1843 and 1848, A Disquisition on 
Government addresses such issues as states’ rights and 
slavery and articulates the doctrine of the concurrent 
majority, today a central tenet of American political 
thought.
Written between 1843 and 1848, John C. Calhoun’s A 
Disquisition on Government addresses such diverse issues as 
states’ rights and nullification, slavery, and the growth of the 
federal judicial power. Articulating Calhoun’s perspective on 
government as seen from the point of view of a permanent 
minority (the South), A Disquisition on Government relies on 
the doctrine of a concurrent majority. Calhoun’s concurrent 
majority captures the idea that because unchecked majority 
rule can lead to tyranny over minority interests, minority 
groups should possess veto power government actions that 
affect them. Although Calhoun primarily intended this 
doctrine as a justification for slavery, the broader idea of a 
concurrent majority as a protection for minority rights has 
since become a pillar of American political thought. 

Marketing

•	 Tantor Classics now include PDF eBooks, each of which 
contains the full text of the book

•	 Written in the 1840s

•	 Easy to use—includes automatic 
startup, full instructions, and table 
of contents

•	 Keyword search and navigation
•	 Printable PDF format is compatible 

with eReaders, PCs, and Laptops
•	 Available in choice of three formats: 

Trade CD, Library CD, or MP3-CD
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